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country had already experienced. The Fourth Religious War
began at once, and raged with great fury for the whole of the
next twelve months, until in July 1573 a temporary truce was
effected, called the Peace of Rochelle, as before on the line?
of Catherine's now celebrated "Edict of January."

(1574-1589)

The Peace of Rochelle proved nothing more than a six
months' truce, and in February 1574. the Fifth Religious
War broke out. Three months later, in May 1574, Charles IX
died; 72 and as he left only a daughter,73 he was succeeded
by his brother, Henry III, then twenty-three. When Charles
IX's Queen, the good Elizabeth of Austria, was condoled with
because her child was not a boy, she replied that she was
glad of it, since that would only have added yet further
divisions to cause affliction to distracted France.

Henry III, Catherine's favourite son, who now ascended
the throne, was a strange character, inheriting more of his
father's peculiar disposition than either of his brothers, but
with all his father's weak points greatly intensified. He had
plenty of intelligence, had been made Lieutenant-General of
the realm, and taken part with distinction in the various
campaigns during the previous five years (including the
battles of Jarnac and Moncontour), and had eight months
before been elected as King of Poland, where he governed
with much success, and won the greatest admiration from the
Poles, notwithstanding that they were mostly Protestants,
But his abilities were combined with an indolence which
caused him, on becoming King of France, to make his mother
undertake all affairs that were troublesome, and also with a
taste for the most extravagant follies, a taste which became
more pronounced as he grew older. On hearing in Poland
that he had become King of France he arranged a midnight
escape from his faithful Polish subjects in the manner of a
conspirator fleeing for his life. Entertaining at this time a